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"For as in absolute governments the king is law, so in free countries the law ought to be king; and there ought to 
be no other."  Thomas Paine stated in his pamphlet Common Sense (1776):



A basic principle of the Call to Global Healing is “there can be no peace without justice, and no justice without 
sustainability.  For peace, justice, and sustainability to be obtained the rule of law needs to be greatly 
strengthened.

The 'rule of law', in its most basic form, is the principle that no one is above the law.

Today the U.N. has provided valuable international frameworks such as the U.N. Convention on Human Rights, 
Conventions on Biodiversity, Climate Change, and the Geneva Convention to guide actions during war.

Yet these Conventions are of little value if the rule of law is not respected and enforced.

There are three principles that guide the success of the rule of law.

 1.    First...No man could be punished or lawfully interfered with by the authorities except for breaches of law. In 
        other words, all government actions must be authorized by law.
 
 2.    Second...No man is above the law and everyone, regardless of rank, is subject to the ordinary laws of the 
        land.
 
 3     Third...The Universal Declaration of Human Rights needs to apply to all the worldʼs people if the rule of law 
        is to be most successful.
  



The benefits of these three principles are numerous and include:

 -  The concept that government should have restraints.
 -  Government should not possess discretionary powers outside the law.
 -  There should be legal controls over the governmentʼs activities
 -   No one, including the government is above the law
 -   Consequences for failing to abide, by the rule of law are real.

We begin 2009 with several examples of the breakdown of the rule of 
law including the conflict in Gaza, Darfur, and the Congo, to name just a 
few.

  For the rule of law to be more effective as a tool for global healing some of the key challenges include:     

 - uniformity in the enforcement of the rule of law.
 - greater consequences for violations of the rule of law
 - wider promotion and support of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Uniformity in the enforcement of the rule of law

The Austrian government initiated a four year report on the U.N. Security Council and the Rule of law and noted the following:

1.  The UN Security Council is the most powerful multilateral political institution.

2.  The “rule of law” is widely embraced at the national and international levels without much precision as to what the term means. At the national 
level, it requires a government of laws, the supremacy of the law, and equality before the law. Strengthening a rules-based international system 
by applying these principles at the international level would increase predictability of behaviour, prevent arbitrariness, and ensure basic fairness. 
For the Council, greater use of existing law and greater emphasis on its own grounding in the law will ensure greater respect for its
decisions.

3.  The rule of law is now also seen as a tool for preventing or resolving conflicts. The preparedness of Member States to take collective action, 
through the Security Council, was endorsed, in limited circumstances, at the 2005 World Summit by the adoption of the Responsibility to Protect. 
It should be supported by firm opposition to impunity and greater efforts to establish or re-establish the rule of law in fragile States. The rule of law 
must also apply to those who intervene.



4.  The U.N. Security Council is a creature of law but there is no formal process for reviewing its decisions.  Many of the Security Council sanctions 
on its authority are political. These include challenges to the Councilʼs authority through the General Assembly, or individual or collective refusal to 
comply with its decisions.  When it is necessary to pass resolutions of a legislative character, respect for them will be enhanced by a process that 
ensures transparency, participation, and accountability. 

5.   The U.N. Security Council should be proactive in further improving “fair and clear procedures” to protect the rights of individuals affected by its 
decisions, complying with minimum standards and providing on its own for periodic review.

6.  The Security Council is most legitimate and most effective when it submits itself to the rule of law. Though the Council does not operate free of 
legal limits, the most important limit on the Council is self-restraint. Member Statesʼ preparedness to recognize the authority of the Council depends 
in significant part on how responsible and accountable it is – and is seen to be – in the use of its extraordinary powers. All Member States and the 
Security Council itself thus have an interest in promoting the rule of law and strengthening a rules-based international system.

The Austrian report then made a number of recommendations.  Below are 3 of the 17 recommendations most relevant to this discussion. Each is 
followed by my comment.

Recommendation 1.

The Security Council should emphasize the importance of the rule of law in dealing with matters on its agenda. This embraces reference to 
upholding and promoting international law, and ensuring that its own decisions are firmly rooted in that body of law, including the Charter of the 
United Nations, general principles of law, international human rights law, international humanitarian law, and international criminal law.

Comment:   The U.N. Security Council at times has entered into decisions with no reference to the “rule of law”  This leads to the appearance of 
unevenness of how it makes decisions.

Recommendation 6.

The Council should be prepared to act for the international community in exercising the
Responsibility to Protect. As stated at the 2005 World Summit, this should be in accordance with the Charter, including Chapter VII, on a case-by-
case basis and in cooperation with relevant regional organizations as appropriate, should peaceful means be inadequate and national authorities 
are manifestly failing to protect their populations from genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity.

Comment:  People of the world are well aware that the U.N. Security Council has at times addressed critical issues and attempted to protect 
civilians.  In other cases such as Rwanda and the current crisis in Gaza it has left much to be desired.  More uniformity in protecting civilians would 
go a long way to enhancing the rule of law.

.



Recommendation 17.

Building on recent innovations, such as the creation of the focal point, the Council should invite the Secretary-General to present it with options 
to further strengthen the legitimacy and effectiveness of sanctions regimes, paying particular regard to the need to protect sources and methods 
of information, as well as to protect the rights of individuals by upholding the minimum standards, including the right to review.

Comment:  This recommendation gets at a critical issue, namely not all sanctions work the same in different situations.   Development of more 
creative sanctions that will have the intended effects will give a greater sense of the uniformity of justice from the Security Council.

See Full Austrian Report on the U.N. and Rule of law at:  http://www.bmeia.gv.at/fileadmin/user_upload/bmeia/media/Vertretungsbehoerden/
New_York/Kandidatur_SR/FINAL_Report_-_The_UN_Security_Council_and_the_Rule_of_Law.pdf

Greater consequences for violations of the rule of law.

As was pointed out in the Austrian report, the U.N. Security Counicl has often made its decisions based on politics instead of the rule of law.  
Sometimes this has been done to avoid a veto by one of the 5 permanent members and at other times one of the five permanent members have 
thwarted the rule of law for their own political purposes.

In the case of Rwanda, the U.S. and other nations did nothing apparently because 
they did not want to commit resources to address the issue until it was way to late.  
The case of Darfur is an example where Chinaʼs oil interests have led to rather 
timid responses from what has clearly been both a humanitarian crisis and the 
violation of human rights.   The current case in Gaza is another example where the 
United States has made it impossible for appropriate sanctions against Israel to 
take place.

If countries observe that the rule of law does not matter in certain political situations 
or that there are likely to be no consequences for blatant violations of the rule of 
law,then the rule of law becomes weakened and less effective.

Developing stronger mechanisms to provide consequences for the rule of law is 
important for it to increase as a valuable too.
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Wider promotion and support of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

In a recent speech last month in Geneva, U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki Moon made the following key points.

1.  The world did not adopt such an impressive list of human rights instruments just to put them on a shelf somewhere at the United Nations.       
     These should be living documents that can be wielded by experts who scrutinize country reports or assess individual complaints.

     He then cited the important role that U.N. Delegates, NGOʼs, and the Press have in making sure that Human Rights are a reality.

2.  We have come a long way since the Declarationʼs adoption.  But the reality is that we have not lived up to its vision -- at least not yet.  Abject 
     poverty, shameful discrimination and horrific violence continue to plague millions of people.  As we mark this milestone, we must also 
     acknowledge the savage inhumanity that too many people in our world must endure.  There is no time to rest.

3.  The Universal Declaration was created as “a common standard of achievement for all peoples and all nations”.  Today is a day for all peoples 
     in all countries to celebrate.  But it is also a day on which we must pledge that the work of human rights defenders, non-governmental 
     organizations, experts, policy-makers, journalists and all people of conscience must continue until the timeless and universal principles in this 
     Declaration become not just an inspiration or an aspiration, but the foundation of life for all of the worldʼs people.

One new group promoting Human Rights is High Road to Human Rights

 The website of this group states:

After the Holocaust people throughout the world promised “Never Again”.

That promise has been betrayed over and over again.

Why? And who is responsible?

The US has turned a blind eye to suffering around the world, including:

  o  Unprecedented official sanctioning of kidnapping, disappearances, and torture by the US.
  o   The suffering that has resulted, and will result in the future, because of climate change.
  o  Human trafficking, including sex slavery.
  o  Genocides in Cambodia, Bosnia, Rwanda, and now Darfur.



The US failure to respond has been tragic, but it hasnʼt been because people donʼt care. People do care. The US, as a vital leader in the 
international community, has failed to act because of a cycle of complacency that works like this:

  o
 The media remains mostly silent about human suffering around the world.
  o     Caring people, who do not hear or see much in the media about human rights atrocities and who believe that their elected representatives 
         will act effectively to solve the problems, do not speak up or act to bring pressure upon government officials to take action.
  o     Elected officials conclude from the publicʼs silence and the lack of media coverage that nothing is expected of them in dealing with the 
         problems, so they take no action.

  o
 The tragedies continue – while the US and the international community look the other way.

High Road for Human Rights was founded to stop the cycle of complacency – to elevate understanding by people in communities throughout the 
nation and to organize them so they will be empowered to help make a difference. By taking the High Road, you can join in a mass movement to 
make certain effective action is taken to protect the human rights of people around the world and help High Road continue its vital work.

See http://www.highroadforhumanrights.org

Supporting groups like High Road To Human Rights is a good way to support and strengthen the concept of the rule of law that will in turn bring 
about global healing.

                          

http://www.highroadforhumanrights.org
http://www.highroadforhumanrights.org


• Foundation for A Healing Among Nation      http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3Cv-kdXMtk

• Transforming Ourselves, Transforming the World                                                                                         
http://www.kabbalah.info/engkab/kabbalah-video-clips/transforming-ourselves-transforming-the-world?
utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=kabbalahinfo&utm_campaign=transforming-ourselves-transforming-the-world

• Wisdom    http://www.wisdombook.org:80 /      

• Sign up for Global Healing sponsored International Days podcasts.  http://www.globalhealing.net/partners.html                              

•Launching Spiritual War on climate change.                                                                                                http://
www.canada.com/vancouversun/columnists/story.html?id=e9b2beb6-de2b-42f1-9db4-0b74302619fd&p=1

• What Kind of Amazing Grace?  http://homepage.mac.com/globalhealing/iMovieTheater21.html

•Global Healing Partners Events  http://homepage.mac.com/globalhealing/Menu143.html

•Join the Global Healing Care2 discussions.  Over 975 persons from 45 U.S. states and 28 nations are currently 
participating in the Care2 Global Healing group.   Please join.                                             
•http://passport.care2.net/2.signup.html?g=353&p=814565596  

Brief Global Healing Notes
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Business Ethics Magazine Lists Global Healing Affiliate 
Green Mountain Coffee as #2 Best Corporate Citizen

Business Ethics Magazine has released its annual survey of the "100 Best 
Corporate Citizens" in the Spring 2005 issue published today.   Green Mountain 
Coffee a Global Healing Affiliate was rated 2 out 1000 corporations

The closely watched survey has gained national recognition as an indicator of 
best practices in the area of corporate social responsibility. Many of the 
companies will be recognized at a New York event, the Business Ethics Summit.

This year's "100 Best" list is led by Cummins, a Columbus, Indiana-based engine 
manufacturer cited as a world leader in emissions reductions and Green 
Mountain Coffee.

Green Mountain Coffee Roasters of Waterbury, Vermont and a Global Healing 
Affiliate was the #2 rated company, hailed as "a pioneer in helping struggling 
coffee growers by paying them fair trade prices." 

"What distinguishes the 100 Best Corporate Citizens from their peers is a 
commitment to higher standards," said Marjorie Kelly, Editor of Business Ethics 
Magazine. "The list represents the top ten percent of Russell 1000 firms when 
it comes to corporate social responsibility -- those that perform to a higher 
standard in serving a variety of stakeholders with excellence and integrity."

People have a choice when they purchase coffee.  Now we can support both a 
good company and the global healing initiative when we purchase Green 
Mountain Coffee at:
http://www.greenmountaincoffee.com/?X=WA001&Y=7639

Global Healing Congratulates Green Mountain Coffee on this accomplishment.

Fair Trade & 
Organic

When you choose Fair Trade Certified 
and organic coffees, you improve the 
quality of life in coffee communities 
around the world, and get a great 
cup of coffee to enjoy at home. Now 
that's  a fair trade.  View Movie
http://www.greenmountaincoffee.com/
CSTM_Fair_Trade_Movie.aspx 
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The Global Healing Forum Page  

http://www.care2.com/c2c/group/globalhealing   provides the opportunity to participate in forums, polls, and 
discussions.

Contribute your thoughts or post new ideas to an online network of over 950 persons from 46 states and 28 countries

To further peace, justice, and sustainability in our world and help us build a global advocacy group for peace, justice 
and sustainability particularly as it relates to the Millennium Development Goals.  See Millennium Video at http://
www.globalhealing.net/partners.html  and/or take part in the discussions on the Global Healing Forum Page.

  
                                   ! ! !  To Sign-up. Click on the Link Below

http://www.care2.com/c2c/group/globalhealing
! ! ! ! ! !
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